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Practical Yacht and Small Craft Surveying Course
Course Prospectus and Application
Recognised as a centre of excellence by the British Marine Industries Federation
Winners- National Training Award for exceptionally effective training
Winners-British Nautical Award for Services to the Industry 

This prospectus is printed on 100% recycled paper

Course Overview

The course will consist of four weeks (arranged as two separate fortnights) of intensive practical training plus one optional specialist week covering wood construction.  The practical weeks are not classroom based, the training centres around a variety of real boats under actual survey conditions. The course is most suited to individuals who have some knowledge of yachts and small craft wishing to increase their practical experience. It is specifically designed to provide a clear career path bridging the gap between the study of theory and actually commencing survey work, which until now has been a difficult transition for most. 

The course centres around production FRP vessels from about 25’ to 40’, plus steel vessels in a similar size range.  It does not cover one off or exotic building methods but is aimed at the most likely type of vessels that will be encountered in the early years of general Yacht and Small Craft survey practice. The course is primarily designed to demonstrate and teach the investigative and recognition techniques required to identify defects within a Pre-Purchase Survey context, then to adequately describe these in a survey report. It does not specifically cover surveying for conformity with a particular set of standards such as the Recreational Craft Directive or the Boat Safety Scheme as this can be acquired by private study. However the tutors have a great deal of experience with the various standards and they will be covered during the course. Due to the coastal location and vessels available the course does not cover inland waterways craft specifically although much of the course is applicable to such vessels. 
The course is held in spring and autumn and intake is strictly limited in order that a tutor to delegate ratio of 1:4 is maintained for most of the course. Single free standing weeks are available to all but priority for places will be given to those completing the entire course.

Weeks 1 and 2 major on hull and deck structures and culminate in the delegate undertaking a partial survey report of the area covered. From an early stage the principles of report writing are introduced and this initial report will be assessed and returned for guidance in order that the course can be tailored as much as possible to fit individual requirements. Week 3 moves on to rigs, engines and systems etc, and by the end of that week 3 delegates will have been taken step by step through the basic survey process. During the final week delegates will undertake a full survey under normal conditions and produce a report. This report is subsequently assessed and returned with a full critique.  60% of the course marking is based on the report and the Diploma is awarded at Pass, Merit and Distinction level. Marking criteria are made available in advance and the compilation of a report fit for purpose is taught on the course. Successful delegates are entitled to graduate membership of YDSA and full membership of BMSE. A unique feature of the course is the ongoing technical support offered by BMSE, see course partners below. 
The practical training is supported by various illustrated modules and books which are part of compulsory preparation for the course. These are profusely illustrated with actual defects to aid detection and recognition. Delegates must study this material well in advance of the practical course and cannot be admitted unless they have done so due to the intense nature of the practical sessions.
The course includes site visits to the extensive workshops at Fox’s of Ipswich, plus Bridgland Mouldings and Landamores to see new Oyster yachts under construction. Additional site visits are usually made to see vessels of particular interest, this varying from course to course. 
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Brief History:
The International Boatbuilding Training College opened in 1975 and was then called the International Boatbuilding Training Centre. Initially it provided courses in boatbuilding, boat outfitting and glass reinforced plastics solely for the boating industry in the east of England.

In 1978 the College was expanded, and whilst its main role continued to be providing well trained boatbuilders for the boating industry in England, a number of places were made available for overseas students and private individuals.

By 1984 the College had come to be recognised as providing high quality training and to be the leading establishment of its kind in the world. The increasing demand from boatbuilding companies for training places led to the boatbuilding training workshops being expanded and facilities being much improved.

In 1992 it was formally recognised by the British Marine Industries Federation (the national employers’ association for the boating industry in the UK) as a CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE.

In 1994 the College was delighted to win the National Training Award. This trophy is the most coveted award which any organisation in the UK can win for training and is enscribed “FOR EXCEPTIONALLY EFFECTIVE TRAINING”.

In 1996 the College was awarded the prestigious BMIF/RYA “Oscar” for “SERVICE TO THE BOATING INDUSTRY” in recognition of the contribution made by its students to the boatbuilding industry in the UK.
The college has expanded over the years and now provides modern and centrally heated buildings of over 26,000 sq. ft.  (2,888sq.m), although much of the survey course takes place outside on the hardstanding area. 

In more recent years the College designed and provided short practical courses in surveying for both the Marine and Coastguard Agency and International Institute of Marine Surveying. As a result of this the College identified the need for a more intensive practical surveying course and the current course was established by Paul Stevens in 2007. 
Location:
The College is situated on the riverside on the tidal inner reaches of Lowestoft harbour. The two railway stations, Oulton Broad North and South are within walking distance, with frequent trains to the centre of Lowestoft and London. There is also a major regional airport at Norwich, about 45 minutes from the College, with excellent links to all parts of the world.  
Temporary pontoon berths are available locally at various yards and marinas for those bringing their own boats. 
Course Partners
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The course is endorsed by the Yacht Designers and Surveyors Association which was established in 1912. The Association promotes the highest standards amongst its members who are widely acknowledged as being at the forefront of Yacht and Small Craft surveying. The college is proud to have the involvement of such a pre-eminent grouping in the Yacht and Small Craft sector. Successful completion of the course entitles the graduate to one year’s free membership at graduate level, see www.ydsa.co.uk for details. 
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British Marine Surveyors Europe was formed in 2007 by graduates from the course and has rapidly become an established association in the industry. It offers ongoing technical support to its members via a private internet forum and members readily share information. This is a great advantage for new graduates who are able to get immediate help from experienced surveyors. The group also arranges advertising and internet promotion for its members and maintains high professional standards. Membership is restricted to graduates of the course.  www.bmse.co.uk
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Situated on the river Orwell at Ipswich Fox’s is one of the most modern and comprehensively equipped boatyards in the UK offering every type of repair and refit facility. 
Established in 1927, Fox’s Marina and Boatyard has been providing a full range of services to yachtsmen and boat owners for many years. The yard has more contact with surveyors than most and is dedicated to driving up standards through quality practical training. 

Fox’s was integrated into the Oyster Group in 1985 and houses the headquarters of Oyster Marine. Fox’s provide launching and berthing facilities for Oyster yachts during the commissioning process. The yard have docks and travel hoists capable of lifting boats up to 80ft in length by 22ft in beam and weighting up to 70 tons and have workshop space to enable work to be carried out on such boats under cover in all weathers and under temperature/ humidity control.

Site visits to the yard are an essential part of the course as the diversity of repair work in progress is second to none. The yard was also involved in the trials of the  prototype Hot Vac hull drying system and has more knowledge of this system than any other yard. The process is fully explained and demonstrated during the site visits. 
Fox’s yacht Brokerage also assist in the provision of suitable boats for survey.
The college is privileged to have the support of such an Industry leader.  

www.foxsmarina.com
Personnel.
The course leader is Paul Stevens, full member of YDSA and founder member of BMSE, a long established surveyor of  FRP and wood vessels mainly in the pleasure yacht sector. He also has many years practical experience in boat building and repair, and was a pioneer in developing and leading practical survey courses. 

Roger Bell is a highly qualified and eminent surveyor with many years experience including as a Surveyor to Lloyds Register 1975-2001, culminating as Surveyor in Charge of Lloyds Lowestoft office. He is a long standing member of RINA and currently serves on the RINA Small Craft Committee and Boat Safety Scheme Advisory Committee. He has a wealth of experience in all aspects of surveying  including steel commercial small craft, MCA Coding including the Megayacht Code, and is also an  RCD senior evaluator. Since 2002 Roger has run his own Survey and Consultancy business and is one of the most qualified and diverse Professionals in the Industry. 

Martin Evans, full member of  YDSA has a wealth of experience in wood, FRP and steel and is also the Owner of a very fine ferro Thames sailing barge. He is a long established and highly respected surveyor in general practice on the east coast. He is also a YDSA committee member.
Martin is usually on site part of the time to offer a third point of view.

Peter Bell  is a very experienced yachtsman and is on the gassafe register, (formely CORGI). Peter surveys and installs marine gas systems and delivers a session on gas systems on the course. He also resident gas consultant on the BMSE forum. 

Collectively the tutors have over 80 years experience specifically in the Yacht and Small Craft sector and have carried out thousands of surveys. All are very much working surveyors and consultants when not teaching on the course.  
Course Fees and Terms:
· Please refer to main website for current course fee and optional introduction to wooden boat surveying week.  
· The course fee includes all the pre-course reading material and this must be studied well before the practical course. 
· 50% of the course fee is payable on registration with the balance due 7 days prior to commencement of course. The pre-course study material will be dispatched on receipt of the 50% payable at registration. No refunds are available unless the vacant place on the course can be filled. 

Enrolment: 

Please complete the form below and post with your cheque to IBTC. Your enrolment will be confirmed as soon as possible and your cheque will not be banked until space on your chosen course is confirmed. 

	Name:
	

	Address:
	

	
	

	Postcode:
	

	Email address:
	

	Phone numbers:
	
	

	Date of birth:                         Nationality:

	Course required 
	  Spring

 
	  Autumn

	Do you require the optional  5th week covering timber vessels? 
	Yes                  No 

	

	It would be most helpful for us if you would include a brief CV with particular reference to your past experience both theory and practical 


